
January Meeting:  The Art World of 
Don Stephenson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     We get to dumpster dive through 
what’s in Don’s cranium.  We know him 
as a natural, gifted artist.  He whips out 
professional sketches and that’s not 
surprising because he was a professional 
and he was a professional because he 
was naturally gifted.  Don can tell us a bit 
about photographing carvings, about 
sketching and how he dreams up his 
ideas.  He likes fantastic mystical figures 
and he can tell us about that too. 
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Dayton Carvers Guild 
January 2015 

 www.daytoncarvers.com 
Find us on Facebook at Artistry in Wood, Dayton, OH 

 
Here, a newsletter that sounds like it had been written by a flock of crows, pecking at the keyboard, writing their crow songs.  

Please give your newsletter input to Marshall Stearns at  (937) 837-0728 or lstearns@erinet.com. 

Next Dayton Carvers Guild Meeting:  Tuesday, January 27th,  2014, 7:00 pm at United 
Rehabilitations Services Building, 4710 Old Troy Pike (at Needmore Road), Dayton, 
Ohio.  Meetings are the 4th Tuesday of the month except none in December and the 
October Pot Luck starts at 6:30. 
Program: The Art World of Don Stephenson 
Carver of the Month: Terry Borger 
Cookie Contributors:  Sandy Czajka, Barb Belcher and Don Stephenson 

Carver of the Month: Terry Borger 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     We love to get those winning Show 
and Tell tickets from Terry.  Now, we will 
get to know how she got started carving, 
what she carves and a bit more about the 
person behind that smile.   

Bottle stopper 
sketch 
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contributions to carving in the 2014 
Holiday issue of Woodcarving Illustrated.  
Rick has been a long time high-octane 
contributor to our show. 
     At the banquet, Artistry in Wood 
contributed $5,000 to United 
Rehabilitation Services, as we have done 
annually.  Our contributions have totaled 
something like $145,000. Artistry in Wood 
also donated $500 to Partners Against 
Crime.  The leader of this group is the 
person who handles the attendance 
money during Artistry in Wood and, 
incidentally, that team did an excellent job 
for us. 
     The Western Oho Woodworkers 
members created 350 to 400 project kits 
for the hands-on children’s workshop.  
And the kids used up almost every one. 
     The management of such a great 
operation doesn’t happen easily.  Our 
thanks go to Chairman Ken Bedel, The 
AIW Steering Committee, all the 
volunteers, participants and contributors 
for a flawless execution.   

The 2014 Artistry in Wood 
     It’s all over, over there, at Artistry in 
Wood.  Welcome back to normal life, 
Dayton carvers. 
     The 2014 show was a great success.  
Attendance was 5400.  Last year, when 
we broke 5,000 we thought that was a 
major accomplishment.  At the peak time 
on Saturday, the wide aisles were so 
packed it was hard to get through.  
Vendor after vendor said Dayton’s 2014 
Artistry in Wood was the best.  In every 
respect, it was a superb show.   
     Best of Show in Carving was awarded 
to Charlotte (Charley) Phillips  for her 
Basket/Flower carving. Charley is known 
for her intricate floral designs and female 
caricatures.    
     Best of Show in Woodworking went to 
Jay Kinsinger for his amazing wooden 
bicycle  
     Scott Phillips was awarded The Ron 
Ryan Award for a lifetime of contributions 
to the carving and woodworking 
community.   
     At The Artistry in Wood banquet 
Woodcarving Illustrated named Rick 
Jenson its 2014 Woodcarver of the Year.  
There is a great article about Rick’s  

             continued => 
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Leadership Change for AIW Kid’s Area 
     Stan Karp announced that 2014 would 
be the last year for him to run The Artistry 
in Wood Youth Activity Area.  The 
Western Ohio Woodworkers is looking for 
a team of people to replace Stan. 
 
November Show & Tell 
     Teresa Balsbaugh was the big winner.  
Contrary to usual practice, she did not 
choose her prize; it was chosen for her.  It 
was a strange giant carving knife from 
Cedar Bird Shoppe.  It had just been 
contributed to the prize chest.  If you 
weren’t there, you should have been. 
     There were additional winners.  Joe 
Lehman received a $10 gift certificate 
from Treeline, The Woodcraft Specialists.  
They carry wood carving tools and 
supplies.   
     And, Ray Kunz received an ‘Ol Don 
Burgdorf DVD. 
 
November 50/50  
     Bruce Henn punched into his pants 
pocket a pack of eighteen ones. 
 
 

Christmas Tree Ornaments 
     THANK YOU one and all for being a 
part of The Christmas Ornament Project.  
Without the help of all we would not be 
able to support The AIW and now The 
United Rehabilitation Services. 
     This year we set a new record for the 
number of ornaments. As of the October 
28th Dayton Carvers pot luck dinner we 
had 195 ornaments.  At that time we 
voted to give 40 ornaments to the URS 
for their Christmas tree, leaving us with 
155 ornaments. At the AIW Show we 
continued to receive ornaments, 12 of 
which came from Rick den Braber from 
British Columbia. .When I removed the 
ornaments from the AIW tree there were 
a total 191 ornaments including the 
topper. This makes for a new record of 
231 ornaments. Again thank you for your 
support. 

  Jim Moser 
 

Ornaments for 2014 Artistry in Wood
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They entered Marion’s like pall 
bearers 
     at a winter funeral.  No one made eye 
contact.  No one spoke.  One by one, 
they took their seats at the carving club 
table.  Then, suddenly, a critical mass 
was reached and BANG, the place 
exploded into boisterous talk and 
laughter.  That’s the way it happens at 
noon on every first Wednesday of the 
month.  Join the carver’s luncheon if you 
can.  We gather at Marion’s Piazza,  
3443 North Dixie Drive in Dayton.  
 
New Member 
         We welcome, Richard P. Farmer of 
Arcanum, Ohio. 
     John Howard isn’t really a new 
member, but finally renewed.  Glad 
you’re here. 
 
November Meeting Visitors 
•  Don Harlow 
• Chris Harlow 
• Rebekka Gammon 
• Jordan Demott 
• Peter Demott 
 
Butternut Sustainability 
     Although butternut is considered 
sustainable, it is not a common wood, 
and many of the remaining trees are not 
very healthy.  But, since it isn’t a major 
commercial species, the relatively small 
amount harvested doesn’t have much 
impact on the supply. 
     This information came from an article 
by Dick Boak, published back in the July, 
1993 issue of American Woodworker 
magazine. 

Mark Your 2015 Calendars 
•  Dayton Carvers Guild meetings are at 

7 pm on every fourth Tuesday of the 
month except in October we have a pot 
luck dinner and that starts at 6:30 pm.  
Also, because of Christmas, there is no 
meeting in December. 

•  Dayton carvers and friends have a 
lunch every first Wednesday of the 
month at noon. Other years there has 
not been a luncheon in November 
because it conflicts with Artistry in 
Wood setup.  However, this year the 
lunch date comes a week prior to AIW 
setup so in 2015 we will have a 
November luncheon. 

•  DCG membership renewals are due by 
March.  In February we’ll remind you 
again. 

•  Club officers are elected in March. 
•  The Middletown Show is March 7th and 

8th. 
•  The Bruckner Show is April 11th and 

12th. 
•  The Buckeye Woodcarvers Roundup 

runs Wednesday, July 22nd through 
Saturday, July 25th.   

•  Artistry in Wood is on November 14th 
and 15th.  Facility setup starts on the 
Wednesday before and facility 
takedown is on the Monday after. 

Web Liaison Change 
         The web liaison person has 

changed from Ray Kunz to Marshall 
Stearns.  The liaison person fields 
questions communicated to the 
website and provides part of the 
material going to the website.  Thanks, 
Ray, for having done this job. 
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Dayton Carvers Guild Supports The 
2015 Buckeye Roundup 
     Dayton Carvers members voted to 
contribute $125 to The Roundup. 
     For those new to the sport, the 
Roundup is a collection of wood carving 
teachers, of all sorts, who teach carvers 
of various stripes.  You pay one fee and, 
over four days, can take as many classes 
from as many teachers as you want.  You 
also pay for blanks provided by the 
teachers.  It’s a lot of carving and a lot 
fun for not a lot of money.  Buckeye 
bought a bunch of nice new tables for 
2015.   
 
Correction on the November Carver of 
the Month.   
     We planned on it being Bonnie Phelps 
but we never were able to tell her that.  
Bruce Henn served as Carver of the 
Month in November, 2014. 
 

OUCH!  Serving as a Good Bad 
Example Accidents 
     It has been some time since we had 
one of these shop accident stories.  The 
purpose here is to lean what not to do.  
Some are humorous, some serious.  This 
one was serious.  It came from the 
Western Ohio Woodworkers newsletter. 
     One of their club members nearly cut 
off a finger on his band saw while making 
toys that The Club gives to Children’s 
Hospital. Here are the things NOT to do. 
He was working in a “production mode” 
with a couple friends in his shop. It was 
late and he thought about calling it quits 
at 5:00, but decided to keep going. The 
accident happened about 5:45. A jig on 
the band saw became slightly misaligned. 
The band saw was shut down and he 
walked over to adjust the jig for his 
buddy. As the blade was still coasting 
down he reached for the jig. The blade 
caught a glove he was wearing pulling his 
left index finger into the saw, cutting clean 
through the bone and severing ¾ of the 
finger. It was an awful experience. The 
better news is that he will keep and 
recover full use of his finger.  
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Dayton Carvers Guild Winners at 2014 Artistry in Wood 
Woodcarving: 

Teresa Balsbaugh  2nd Place, Human Figure under 15", realistic, painted 
Ken Bedel  1st Place, Miscellaneous, other 
Dick Belcher  1st Place, Animal Figures, Stylized, natural finish 

  2nd Place, Aquatic, Stylized, natural finish 
Terry Borger  2nd Place, Relief, scene other than nature 

  3rd Place, Instructor Assisted award 
Charlie Cooke  2nd Place, Caricatures, animal, bird, fish, natural wood finish 
Sandy Czajka  Second Best of Show 

  Best of Category, Birds 
  1st Place, Birds, Group 

Bruce Henn  3rd Place, Caricatures, Human Figure, bust, mask or head 
  1st Place, Caricature relief   
  1st Place, Instructor Assisted award    

Greg Henry  Honorable Mention, Animal Figures , Stylized, natural finish 
  2nd Place, Aquatic, realistic, natural wood finish 
  Honorable Mention, Aquatic, realistic, painted 

Kathy Johns  Honorable Mention, Birds, Songbird, realistic, painted 
Ed Johnson  3rd Place, Human Figure under 15", realistic, painted 
Rob Liptak  3rd Place, Relief, Human Figures   
Don Mertz  1st Place, Whittled Pieces made with knife from single piece of wood 

  Honorable Mention, Whittled Pieces, miniature 
  3rd Place, Caricatures, Human Figure under 15" 
  1st Place, Miscellaneous, Mythical figures 
  2nd Place, Moore Rough-out award, Human figure 
  2nd Place, Whittlin' Jack Williams award 

Marshall Stearns  2nd Place, Instructor Assisted award 
Don Stephenson  2nd Place, Whittled Pieces made with knife from single piece of wood 

Woodworking: 
Kyla Bedel  1st, 2nd and 3rd, Youth class 
Marshall Stearns  1st Place, Furniture, Chests, Hutches, buffets 

  Honorable Mention, Miscellaneous 
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Happy Carving 2015 
Back in March of 2013 Liz Ball gave us a program on her Hidden Pictures Puzzles.  
They are published in a hundred papers and 20 books.  She gave us this one for 
this newsletter.  Liz is a wood carver.  Can you find the hidden pictures? 


