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Power Carving Tools and Techniques
     Dick Belcher will relate what kinds of 
tools are available and how to use them, 
tools like Foredom, Dremel, Proxxon, 
King Arthur and such.
     Dick just finished a carving on which 
about 25 hours of power carving did what 
would take 200 hours with hand tools.  
This is serious carving information.  Even 
experienced power carvers might learn 
about new tools and techniques.
     He will focus on what and how, rather 
than a demonstration.  No dust masks 
required!

What Happens in December
•No Dayton Carvers Guild meeting.
•No newsletter.
•Yes, the carver’s luncheon social is on 
at Marion’s Piazza, Wednesday noon, 
December 7th.

Artistry in Wood
     It’s November 12th and 13th.  This 
newsletter might reach you by then. Tell 
your friends. See you there! 

 

Dayton Carvers Guild
November 2011

 www.daytoncarvers.com
From chip carver Stearns, who commits to the newsletter the digestion of his choleric encumbrances to the spacious 

volubility of a drumming decasyllabon. Please add yours. Contact me at lstearns@erinet.com or 937 837-0728. 

Next Dayton Carvers Guild Meeting
Tuesday, November 22, 2011, 7:00 pm at United Rehabilitations Services Building, 4710 
Old Troy Pike (at Needmore Road), Dayton, Ohio
Program: Power Carving Tools and Techniques  by Dick Belcher 
Cookie Contributors:  Tony Perry, Bridget Reibeling and Lee Stearns

http://www.daytoncarvers.com/
http://www.daytoncarvers.com/
mailto:lstearns@erinet.com
mailto:lstearns@erinet.com


2

The Great Ornaments Contest of 
2011
     The October meeting was the finale 
of the collection of ornaments for 
raffling at Artistry in Wood.  The 
ornaments were arranged on tables 
and each of us got three chads of 
paper to place by our favorites.  For 
the winners there were generous 
prizes and, more importantly, the quiet 
pleasure of have been acknowledged 
by fellow carvers.  Here they are.

1.$20  Mulie Sheets 

2. $15  Lenard Watts
3. $10  Ken Bedel

4.$  8  Dick Belcher

5. $  6  Ron Stewart
6. $  4  Don Worley

7. $  3  A three-way tie of Mulie Sheets, 
Marshall Stearns and Don Stephenson
     Our ornament count was lower this 
year than last.  The newsletter might 
barely reach you by AIW time but if it 
does, and if you can, bring some more 
ornaments.  Next year we’ll have to 
ramp up our ornament production.

     Jim Moser is the ornament 
organizer.

Who’s Who at Marion’s
     Nobody.  But that’s alright. I'm a nobody! 
Who are you?
Are you nobody, too?
Then there's a pair of us — don't tell!
They'd banish us, you know.
How dreary to be somebody!
How public, like a frog
To tell your name the livelong day
To an admiring bog!

Emily Dickinson on Marion’s Piazza
     You are invited to enjoy lunch and the 
pleasant company of fellow carvers and 
friends at Marion’s Piazza at noon on the 
first Wednesday on every month.  Marion’s 
is at 3443 North Dixie Drive in Dayton.

Try Make
Something of This

It’s from Don 
Stephenson
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Regular Carving Classes in the 
Dayton Area

     Dick Belcher Classes – 

Dick runs two classes a week in rural 
Tipp City, both on Mondays.  One is 9 am 
till noon and the other is 7 pm till 10.  
These span beginners, advanced and 
whatever the student needs.  The cost is 
$8 per session plus materials.  They run 
pretty much continuously except for 
interruptions for things such as exhibits 
and vacations.  Contact Dick or Barb 
Belcher at 937-845-0346.

There are also regular seminars at 
Belcher’s taught by outside experts.  
They likely are for experienced carvers 
and they focus on some specialized 
aspect of carving.  These don’t get much 
outside publicity because the participants 
are largely repeat students and the 
classes fill up.  Ask if interested.

     Sam Slagle Classes –

Sam runs two classes a week in 
Beavercreek, one Thursday evenings 
from 7 till 9 and another Saturday 
mornings from 9 till 11.  These span all 
skill levels.  The cost is $5 per session 
plus materials.  They run continuously 
with the occasional interruption.  Contact 
Sam at 937-426-6899.

     About Dick’s and Sam’s Classes –

My take on the Belcher and Slagle 
classes is, you are given a carving 
project to teach you how to carve.  Or, 
you might bring in whatever you are 
carving and get

continued

help and instruction on that.  You might 
get help sharpening tools.  For some, it’s 
a regular “carve-in” with carving friends.

     Bruce Nicholas Chip Carving 
Classes –
Bruce presents several two and three-day 
classes a year at his shop in rural St. 
Paris, Ohio.  Some are taught by him and 
some, by Wayne Barton.  These may 
range from beginner to advanced.

     Woodcraft of Dayton Classes –
There are classes at the store in 
Centerville, maybe one every month or 
two.  There have been chip carving 
classes by Bruce Nicholas, relief carving 
classes by Mary Ryan, caricature classes 
of different flavors by Don Worley, Bruce 
Henn and Don Mertz.  A class might cost 
about $70.  Call the store at 
937-438-1282 or see their web site: 
stores.woodcraft.com/dayton .

     Buckeye Roundup
There are classes of every imaginable 
kind, from twenty two instructors by my 
last count.  It’s over a Wednesday 
through Sunday every July and it’s in 
Piqua, Ohio. You come and go as you 
please and take whichever classes tickle 
your fancy.  Check their website: 
buckeyewoodcarversroundup.webs.com

     Outside the Area
Many members regularly attend outside 
classes; they might be for days or for a 
week.  Carvers rave about how much 
they learned.  For these, ask around and 
check Chip Chats Magazine.
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January Egg Noggin’ Carving Class 
with Don Mertz
 Where at:  Woodcraft of Dayton
Cross Pointe Centre
175 E. Alex-Bell Rd.
Dayton, OH  45459 
Class Day:   Saturday, January 21, 
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Skill Level:  Beginner 
Class Size:  10 
Tools Required: Carving glove and a 
small whittling knife (i.e. WSC 15U21) 
Description:  Carving a face in a piece of 
wood is the one area where a lot of 
carvers have problems. In this class, Don 
will teach the A-B-C's of face carving 
using a basswood egg so that carving a 
face will never be a problem for you. Don 
teaches a style of carving called Whittle 
Folk Art using just a straight knife, and, 
once you complete this project, you will 
understand the principles of this whittling 
style. Don has some tutorials on his web 
page that will help you prepare for this 
class. There are also some “Cool Links” 
for your further study. Visit Don at 
WOODBEECARVER.COM. Don is an 
accomplished carver and an excellent 
teacher so this class promises to be a 
wonderful learning experience and a fun 
way to spend a Saturday. 
Tuition:  $70.00
How to sign up:   You can e-mail 
Woodcraft of Dayton at dayton-
retail@woodcraft.com or call them at 
(937) 438-1282.
This material was pulled from the Woodcraft website.

Welcome, Scott King

     Welcome, Scott, to the Dayton 
Carvers Guild.  Scott is from Dayton.

December Santa Or Snowman Carving 
Class  with Bruce Henn
Where at:  Woodcraft of Dayton
Cross Pointe Centre
175 E. Alex-Bell Rd.
Dayton, OH  45459 
Class Day:   Saturday, December 17, 
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Skill Level:  Beginner 
Class Size:  12 
Tools Required:#9 Sweep - 3/16" and 
1/4"gouges 
Description:  Spend a day with one of the 
area's best carving teachers and learn 
how to carve a caricature Santa or 
snowman. Bruce's easy teaching style 
and genuine humor makes this one of our 
most popular classes. A good class for 
beginners as well as intermediates who 
want to spend a pleasant day with some 
good carvers. 
Tuition:  $70.00 
How to sign up:   You can e-mail 
Woodcraft of Dayton at dayton-
retail@woodcraft.com or call them at 
(937) 438-1282. 
This material was pulled from the Woodcraft website.

How to Turn $1 into $22 
     Invest it in the 50/50.  That’s what 
Tony Perry did at the October meeting.  
And, that means Artistry in Wood also 
won $22.

If you’re going to be a bear, be a grizzly 
bear.  If you’re going to be a carver, be a 
chip carver.

mailto:dayton-retail@woodcraft.com
mailto:dayton-retail@woodcraft.com
mailto:dayton-retail@woodcraft.com
mailto:dayton-retail@woodcraft.com
mailto:dayton-retail@woodcraft.com
mailto:dayton-retail@woodcraft.com
mailto:dayton-retail@woodcraft.com
mailto:dayton-retail@woodcraft.com
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Free Wild Cherry

     Bonnie Holzinger has a wild cherry 
tree down, cut up and will give away the 
wood.  It’s up to about 18 inches in 
diameter and lengths are 24 inches and 
down.  The tree has been dead for three 
years.  You may call her at 937 
602-0437.  Do so promptly because if not 
used by the wood community it goes for 
firewood.  She lives in Beavercreek. 

OUCH!  Serving as a Good Bad 
Example Accidents
     How do those gadgets work for 
holding boards to rip them on a radial arm 
saw?  They don’t.  That’s what Mulie (no 
job is too large or too small) Sheets 
learned the hard way.  He ripped a board 
on a radial arm saw, the blade grabbed 
and kicked the wood, nothing held and it 
ripped his thumb.  He got five or six 
stitches and lost the nail.

September 2011 Survey

DO YOU VOLUNTEER AT ARTISTRY IN WOOD?


